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This island known as Rapa Nui, also receives the name of Easter Island. This
referred to the day in which Dutch sailors led by Jacob Roggeveen arrived at the
island; an Easter Sunday. 
At beginning, this island was called "Te Pito o Te henua", which in Spanish means
the navel of the world because of its location in the world map. 
Due to the location of the island and the unprotection, Rapa Nui became an easy
target for exploiters and slavers.
Nevertheless, Rapa Nui was formally incorporated to the Chilean country in
September 9th of 1888 as a consequence of the treaty signed between by the ariki
Atamu Tekena, transferring the island to the sovereignty of the Government of
Chile.

Sailing was the only way to reach the island for
many years. The  first  Chilean  ship  to come
into  Rapa Nui  was the Colo-Colo, in 1837. It was
some 40 years before another official Chilean
visit. Rapa Nui population did not show much
interest to the new visitors, as the Chilean sailors,
due the reputation of the previous visitants and
explorers .      
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The toilet paper represents the island,  because
of its particular geographical characteristics.
The whole in the toilet paper is surrounded by
paper, just as the island is surrounded by water.

The paper represents the treaty which the
Chilean government signed with Atamu  Tekena.
One side of the paper was burned because
represents the hidden intention that a treaty
involves when each part wants to take
advantages and benefits for their own.

Element 1 : Toilet paper 

Element 2: The treaty 

Element 3 : The boat



The soil of the Atacama desert may serve very few
things, but before and after the Pacific War it was very
important for our country because it was one of the
main places to remove or extract nitrate, which was
one of the first reasons why this war started in Chile.
The nitrate industry was the main economic activity in
Chile between 1880 and 1930. In these provinces,
particularly in the Pampa del Tamarugal and the
Atacama Desert, nitrate was found in large quantities.
The extraction of this mineral was quickly integrated
into national industrialization and its export made Chile
the main world producer. The large amount of
resources and good connectivity made it easy for the
country to have a monopoly on its production. Saltpeter
was so important to our country in terms of economy,
which allowed some improvements related to education
and cities. Even though it produced the the "social
question¨ that were social and economic problems of
workers of mines. Life in tenements was so dangerous,
housing and employment conditions were not
acceptable. 
So, in conclusion, take care of the soil, it doesn´t matter
which type of soil it is. Soil is not only to get dirty, or to
make chocolate cakes, it may serve several living
beings, and it takes years to produce it , so it is not an
easy material to get, do not waste it because you may
not need it in your life, think of the rest, let's stop
dreaming with superheroes, and let's start saving this
world.

In 1880 the total production  and exploitation of resources in Chile
was equivalent to US$201 millions. The 5.52 % of those incomes

came from Saltpeter production. In 1890, the Saltpeter production
refelcted the 52.06% . How much did the percentage increase

since 1880 to 1890??

The Atacama Desert is one of the driest deserts in the
world and its soil, the sandy soil, with extremely low
moisture, organic content, and oxidizing conditions, is
considered to be at the dry limit for life. Sandy soil is
mainly made up of sand. Sand is primarily small pieces
of eroded rock (Eroded materials are moved away
from their 'parent material' by wind, water, ice). Sand
mostly have large and solid particles which means they
don´t have pockets or space where water and nutrients
can be absorbed. Maybe, you would refer to sandy soil
as a useless material but actually it can be used for
many things as Construction, foundation, Frictional
properties ( used in construction ), and more. Scientist
had discovered that soil from the hyper arid core of
Chile´s Atacama Desert may represent the closest
geochemical analog to Martian soils, as this region has
the lowest precipitation on Earth. 

All about 

you could think in soil as the dirty on your shirt after playing and spending some time outside,
but, soil is much important that you think, come on, let´s learn.

Soil consists of a mix of water, air, organic material
(decayed plants and animals) and broken pieces of
rocks and minerals. Soil is formed over a long period of
time by some factors. it can take 1000 years for just an
inch of soil to form. Besides time, other factors that help
the growth of soil are: living organisms, topography, the
climate and parent material.
  Soil is important because: plants need soil to grow, it
impacts our atmosphere releasing gasses such as
carbon dioxide into
the air, many living species rely on soil as a place to live
and it helps to filter and clean our water.  Soil is made up
of many layers (often called horizons) depending on the
type of soil. The soil you guys use to make chocolate
cakes when you were little is not the only type of soil, in
the world there are different types of soil, such as
sandy soils, silt soil, and clay like soil. Humberston, the ghost town of the Atacama

Desert, 
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Math challenge !

5,52 + x = 52.06 %



What were my
main

contributions to
Chile's history? 

My work is part of one of
the main economic activities

during the 19 century. 

Some of us were part of the
Chilean force in the pacific

war. 

What were some
of the motives

behind my
actions? 

 Some of my motives were to earn
more money and to provide a

better quality of life to my family.
Also, to contribute helping the

country to receive new
incomes from this new economical

activity. 

If you could go
back, what would

you have done
differently? 

 I would ask
for a better payment condition and
day to day life conditions (housing,
hygiene, food, ect), probably to do

saving on
Chilean currency

Yesterday, 
Dunalastair
School from

Peñalolen made
an interview

about my work!

Saltpeter miner 

250 5.3 M 1,345 

Hi😁✌ 

We are the saltpeter miners of Chile
Official account 

Work hard to reach your goals ! 

Edit profile

daily life at work 



The frontiers, location and soil bound us, but
if we go deeper there is more than only

physical characteristics or aspects. The love
for our country, the heroes that sacrificed

their life in the name of our nation, just like
Arturo Prat. The different events, the social
changes and the determination to build the

country in the best possible way is what
makes us the country we are nowadays.
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Since we started this project we have

learned about the obstacles and difficulties

from the past that marked the history of our

country. The War of the Pacific, the

incorporation of territory and more have

shaped the way that our country is today.

The frontiers, location and soil bound us, but

if we go deeper there is more than only

physical characteristics or aspects. The love

for our country, the heroes that sacrificed

their life in the name of our nation, just like

Arturo Prat. The different events, the social

changes and the determination to build the

country in the best possible way is what

makes us the country we are nowadays.


