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MORE THAN WORDS
Tierra del fuego

In far southern Chile and Argentina, there is a written division. By that, I mean that there is no barrier  
like in the rest of Chile and Argentina which is the Andes. So, in 1893, a Protocol was signed. Here it
was said that the division of Tierra del Fuego would follow the line of the Andes, starting from the

highest summit. Henceforth, we will consider for our work the extension occupied by both countries
inland emerging from the American continent. There, the Argentine-Chilean international boundary

was demarcated as a line 5,308 km long.

In this picture, we can observe 2
flags, one at each side. The one on the
right side represents Argentina and the
one on the left side represents Chile. A

national flag represents a country,
which indicates nationality. It is one of

the most important symbols that a
nation has. The national flag serves to
represent the country abroad, but also
as a representation of citizens or the

government in the country itself. What I
want to represent with these two flags is

that both countries were already
independent at that moment. So now

they were trying to expand their country
looking for more territory.

When we see this image, we can see a
box in the center and a line made out of

scotch. When I thought what to put in
this photograph, I thought of box. A box

because I want to represent the
barrier between Chile and Argentina that

is the Andes. But also, I thought in
scotch because it represents that there is

a part where is an imaginary
division between both countries.

Also, we can see a paper and a pen;
this is because I want to represent the

agreement of Chileans and Argentinians
to define the boundaries between both
nations. In the protocol that was signed,
it said that it will continue the line of the

Andes. A signature represents the
first and last name or the title that a

person writes with his or her hand, and
has identification, legal, banking,

representative, and diplomatic purposes.

Flags

Scotch and Box Pen and Paper



If soil is not that brown thing dirties your
clothes, what is it? Soil is the loose upper layer
of the Earth, basically the Earth’s skin, so it has
direct contact with the atmosphere. Soil is
formed from a rock called ‘’bedrock’’ and it can
take up to 500 years for just a centimeter to be
formed. It contains many nutrients so; it is able
to support plants life. In soil we can find
minerals, air, organic materials (like leaves,
twigs, roots or bugs) and water. When you pick
some soil, you can feel how thin it is, you can
feel its texture. There are a lot of types of soil,
but they are mainly 3, sandy, silt and clay soil.
And you can find mixtures of them all over the
world. In this article, we will focus specifically on
desert soil.

Minerals and nutrients are a very important
part of soil because they help with fertility. But
deserts are poor in nutrients because the soil
have low organic matter. In deserts there is
mainly sandy soil, which does not hold to much
water and it has a big particle size (low fertility).
Because of the mix of sandy soil, and the fact
that there is not too much precipitation
(because deserts are normally very dry), there
is not a big amount of vegetation. Like in the
Atacama Desert, in the north of Chile, there is
not too much vegetation but, there exist the
‘’desert in bloom’’ which happens once a year.
The lack of vegetation and water allows
minerals to accumulate. That is the case of
nitrate or saltpeter.

In the Atacama Desert one of the main
minerals was saltpeter, which was the main
reason of the war of the Pacific. After the war,
taking out and exporting saltpeter caused an
economic boom in that period of time. Chile
used the money that was produced by
saltpeter for public projects like education. But
also, people that worked with saltpeter had a
difficult life style, because they didn’t receive a
big salary and they worked all day in the desert.
Years later synthetic saltpeter was created by
Germany, and like Chile was a mono-exporter,
they passed through a difficult moment. So,
here we can conclude that soil is very
important for planet Earth and like the exmple
of that period of time, it can support all the
economy of a country.

Earth's Skin
At first you may think of soil as just dirt.

Something a little gross and that gets

everywhere. However, soil is very

important for Earth. It gives us food by

allowing plants to live.

Chile was a mono-exporter of Saltpeter years ago.
But before the War of the Pacific, which was
caused mainly by saltpeter, Chile exported 19,785
tons of saltpeter. And after the War of the Pacific,
Chile exported 2.134,958 tons. So, what was the
increase in exports?
                  By: Yaretzi Vázquez

MATH CHALLENGE:

19,785 + m = 2.134,958



What were your main contributions to Chile's history?
I think that, for the most part, having worked so hard helped the

country to have a very good economy, but I also think that the
protests and strikes helped many people to have a good life now.

What were some of the motives behind your actions?
The reason I came to the North was to give stability to my family by
working, and that is why I worked with nitrate (to earn money). And
the reason for the protests is mainly due to our quality of life since

we lived in filthy houses with little space.

If you could go back, what would you have done  differently?
Well, I indeed put a grain of sand with the economy of this country,
but perhaps if I had stayed in the countryside, I would have had a
better and more stable life. I think this because we did not have a

very good life in those houses that they gave us to live.

Lorenzo Sanchez

Saltpeter miner
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Culture is an important aspect that bounds every
Chilean citizen. Traditions that develop through

time, like games and food, make us feel as we are
part of something bigger, like our country. Besides
culture, there are legal limits, or boundaries, that

give each of us our nationalities. In this case, being
born inside Chilean territory, also makes us

Chilean. This means we are part of specific rules we
should follow when making our decisions. Because
we are part of something, we should participate in
its construction and improvement constantly, as

others have done before us.

What bounds us?


