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Wings in creatures can mean different 

things when talking about evolution. 

For example, we can find differences 

in animals depending on how their 

wings are shaped or what material 

they´re made of. We can clearly tell 

that butterflies and bats are very 

different animals, as we know these 

come from totally distinct families, 

since a butterfly is an insect and a bat 

is a mammal. Bats have dragon- like 

wings, and a bat's wing is mostly 

something like stretched out fingers, 

from its arm to the end of its wings,  

which are covered in a thin skin 

material around them and 

covering the space that's left out 

between this finger-like limbs. 

Let's add an example, the bat's 

wing anatomy consists in this 

little claws, that are found right 

in the middle of the arm in the 

bat's wing features. This little 

claw is used to stay in place 

while hanging from the walls of 

the caves where these creatures 

are found.  



Furthermore, we would like to add that these 

animals use these to climb and many other uses, like 

eating. This is not similar to butterflies, because 

butterflies wings are soft and round, they are made 

from really sensitive dusty material. Of course wing 

characteristics vary depending on the specie of 

butterfly and the environment they are in. 



Butterflies come from the Rhopacelera family, while bats come from the 

Chiroptera family, which clearly states a difference in the species 

evolution, but we can compare how these two species evolved adapting 

themselves to their surroundings, adapting their wings differently to 

their living conditions. Scientists estimate, butterflies come from the 

mid Eocene, roughly between 40-50 million years ago, not much is 

known about how they really evolved into what they are today, as most 

fossils from the era are very similar to the present butterfly. Bats on the 

other hand, evolved into what we know them today. Scientists predict 

former bats had fragile wings and couldn’t fly, then they evolved to 

flying short periods of time and later to the modern bats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The oldest bat fossil 

Knowing all this, in conclusion, we can say that evolutionary 

differences are present between both of these very interesting 

creatures. We can say evolutionary transformation is present, and 

that survival is the main goal here. A bat possess these types of 

wings because they are needed to survive in the caves and 

mountains where they're found, on the other hand, butterflies don’t 

need these since they don't live in such conditions. Butterflies 

didn´t need the same type of evolution as bats. So, we can assume 

how different they´re evolutionary process was and how 

successful these two species have been in being able to adapt to 

different environments.  
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